
 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA GUIDELINES AND PRACTICES 
 
Numbers 2 - 5 of Lifeway Christian Church's value statements all refer to some form of communication and 
interaction with our community: 

1. We value the Holy Spirit empowering us to a personal relationship with God through the Father through 
Jesus.  

2. We value passion for outreach through our participation in the local community and beyond. 
3. We value developing disciples through teaching the word of God. 
4. We value open and transparent communication from leadership. 
5. We value an authentic, relationship based fellowship of people who love and care for and encourage one 

another, using our gifts and abilities. 
 
In today’s world social media has become a widely accepted form of communication, and many people use it to 
reach out and interact with each other. At Lifeway, we have realised we can be empowered to also use social 
media to reach out into and beyond our community, to spread the word of God, to communicate openly and to 
develop online communities to share with and encourage each other. So our vision for Lifeway Christian Church's 
social media outreach is to utilise social media to engage our online audience by providing them with 
encouragement, news and information. With a lively interactive community we may also draw new interest and 
new members to our church. 
 
However, like anything else, enjoying the advantages offered by using social media comes with its own set of 
responsibilities. We want to remind all our partners, members, families and other interested parties that while 
you are associated with Lifeway Christian Church in any manner, your actions on social media speak directly to 
what we represent and stand for. While posting your opinions online, please be aware that anything you post has 
a reflection on not only yourself, but on Lifeway Christian Church, the Christian Church at large and as a 
consequence directly reflects on the Eternal Triune true living God who has revealed Himself as existing in three 
persons - Father, Son and Holy Spirit. (Luke 3:21-22) In extreme cases, social media can even pose a real danger 
to the individual and it can have a serious impact on you as a person – or even on your personal reputation – 
which in severe cases can lead to life altering consequences. But it is relatively straightforward to avoid such 
situations – for one, just by asking yourself “Would Jesus approve?” before hitting the ‘post’ button.  
 
Adding to the above, we felt it necessary to remind our members of the following basic, yet very important, 
guidelines to posting comments/opinions on social media: 
 

1. Never use defamatory or abusive language or make defamatory comments – especially when it 
comes to religion, race, politics and companies or brands. You should also be careful when commenting 
about another person directly. The concept of ‘name, shame and blame’ does not align with our beliefs 
and values, and of course, such comments may even have legal ramifications.  

2. Think before you post – don’t act emotionally on social media as you will almost always regret it. This 
means always first consider whether your post will impact you or Lifeway Christian Church in any way. In 
fact, always first consider whether your post or comment can have any negative impact on God’s 
kingdom on earth. A good check to ask yourself is: “Would Jesus approve of my post?” 

3. Your church is at stake – while you may view your social media profile as personal, your profile may be 
linked to Lifeway Christian Church, directly or indirectly, and so your posts, if viewed as defamatory or 
contradictory, could have a direct impact on the church and all it stands for.  

4. Keep it constructive – when using social media, work by this motto - if you don’t have anything 
constructive to say (meaning something that can add real value to the people reading it) then don’t say 
it at all. Don’t criticise, fight, accuse or rant on social media – all this does is create an opportunity for 
others to attack you, troll you and criticise back! 

 
As such, all our web- and social media interactions have to be aligned with our beliefs 
(http://www.lifeway.org.au/#/who-we-are/our-beliefs) and values (http://www.lifeway.org.au/#/who-we-
are/our-values). While we encourage active participation and debate, in order to uphold what we stand for at 
Lifeway Christian Church, the pastor, elders, deacons or ministry leaders may remove any post, photograph, 
image or commentary from any of the Lifeway Christian Church websites and social media channels that we 
deem may be damaging to our brand or contrary to our beliefs and values.  
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